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A daily battle for rights and freedoms in cyberspace is being waged
in Asia. At the epicenter of this contest is China—home to the world’s
largest Internet population and what is perhaps the world’s most
advanced Internet censorship and surveillance regime in cyberspace.
Resistance to China’s Internet controls comes from both grassroots
activists and corporate giants such as Google. Meanwhile, similar
struggles play out across the rest of the region, from India and Singapore
to Thailand and Burma, although each national dynamic is unique. This
book is the third volume from the OpenNet Initiative (a collaborative
partnership of the Citizen Lab at the University of Toronto’s Munk School
of Global Affairs, the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard
University, and the SecDev Group in Ottawa), and it examines the
interplay of national security, social and ethnic identity, and resistance
in Asian cyberspace, offering accounts of national struggles against
Internet controls as well as updated country reports by ONI researchers.
The contributors examine such topics as Internet censorship in Thailand,
the Malaysian blogosphere, surveillance and censorship around gender
and sexuality in Malaysia, Internet governance in China, corporate social
responsibility and freedom of expression in South Korea and India, cyber
attacks on independent Burmese media, and distributed-denial-of-service
attacks and other digital control measures across Asia.
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The emerging field of action science is characterized by a diversity
of theoretical and methodological approaches which share the basic
functional belief that evolution has optimized cognitive systems to
serve the demands of action. This book brings together the constitutive
approaches of action science in a single source, covering the relationship
of action to such cognitive functions as perception, attention, memory,
and volition. Each chapter, written by a different scientist in the field,
offers a tutorial-like description of a major line of inquiry. Considered as
one unit, the chapters reflect a rapidly growing field, and provide a forum
for comparison and possible integration of approaches. After discussing
core questions about how actions are controlled and learned, the book
considers ecological approaches to action science; neurocognitive
approaches to action understanding and attention; developmental
approaches to action science; social actions, including imitation and joint
action; and the relationships between action and the conceptual system
(grounded cognition) and between volition and action.
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Most philosophical explorations of responsibility discuss the topic solely
in terms of metaphysics and the “free will” problem. By contrast, the
chapters in this book view responsibility from a variety of perspectives:
Metaphysics, ethics, action theory, and the philosophy of law. After
a broad, framing introduction by the book’s editors, the contributors
consider such subjects as responsibility as it relates to the “free
will” problem; the relation between responsibility and knowledge or
ignorance; the relation between causal and moral responsibility; the
difference, if any, between responsibility for actions and responsibility
for omissions; the metaphysical requirements for making sense of
“collective” responsibility; and the relation between moral and legal
responsibility.
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Causality plays a central role in the way people structure the world; we
constantly seek causal explanations for our observations. But what does
it even mean that an event C “actually caused” event E? The problem of
defining actual causation goes beyond mere philosophical speculation.
For example, in many legal arguments, it is precisely what needs to
be established in order to determine responsibility. The philosophy
literature has been struggling with the problem of defining causality
since Hume. In this book, Joseph Halpern explores actual causality, and
such related notions as degree of responsibility, degree of blame, and
causal explanation. The goal is to arrive at a definition of causality that
matches our natural language usage and is helpful, for example, to a
jury deciding a legal case, a programmer looking for the line of code that
cause some software to fail, or an economist trying to determine whether
austerity caused a subsequent depression. Halpern applies and expands
an approach to causality that he and Judea Pearl developed, based on
structural equations. He carefully formulates a definition of causality,
and building on this, defines degree of responsibility, degree of blame,
and causal explanation. He concludes by discussing how these ideas can
be applied to such practical problems as accountability and program
verification.
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The expansion of the fishing industry in the last century has raised
concerns over the long-term viability of many fish species. International
fisheries have failed to prevent the overfishing of many stocks but
have succeeded in curtailing harvests for some key fisheries. This book
develops a theoretical approach, the vulnerability response framework,
which can increase the understanding of the countries’ positions on
the management of international fisheries based on linkages between
domestic vulnerabilities and national policy positions. Vulnerability,
mainly economic in this context, acts as an indicator for domestic
susceptibility to the increasing competition associated with open
access and related stock declines. Because of this relationship, it
can also be used to trace the trajectory of the countries’ positions on
fishery management as they seek political alternatives to economic
problems. The author tests this framework by using it to predict national
positions for eight cases drawn from the International Commission for
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT). These studies reveal that
there is considerable variance in the management measures which
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ICCAT has adopted—both among different species and in dealing with the
same species over time—much of which can be traced to vulnerability
response behavior. Little attention has been paid to the ways in which
international regimes change over time. The book’s approach illuminates
the pressures for change that are generated by economic competition
and overexploitation in Atlantic fisheries, and also identifies patterns of
adaptive governance, as national responses to such pressures culminate
in patterns of change in international management.

Addiction and Responsibility

Jeffrey Poland and George Graham (eds)
Published in print: 2011 Published Online:
Publisher: The MIT Press
August 2013
DOI: 10.7551/
ISBN: 9780262015509 eISBN: 9780262295635 mitpress/9780262015509.001.0001
Item type: book

Addictive behavior threatens not just the addict’s happiness and health
but also the welfare and well-being of others. It represents a loss of selfcontrol and a variety of other cognitive impairments and behavioral
deficits. An addict may say, “I couldn’t help myself.” But questions arise:
Are we responsible for our addictions? What responsibilities do others
have to help us? This book offers a range of perspectives on addiction
and responsibility, and how the two are bound together. Contributors—
from theorists to clinicians, from neuroscientists and psychologists to
philosophers and legal scholars—discuss these questions using a variety
of conceptual and investigative tools. Some offer models of addictionrelated phenomena, including theories of incentive sensitization, egodepletion, and pathological affect; others address such traditional
philosophical questions as free will and agency, mind–body, and other
minds. Two chapters, written by scholars who were themselves addicts,
attempt to integrate first-person phenomenological accounts with the
third-person perspective of the sciences. Contributors distinguish among
moral responsibility, legal responsibility, and the ethical responsibility
of clinicians and researchers. Taken together, the chapters offer the
argument that we cannot fully understand addiction if we do not also
understand responsibility.
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Government agencies and public organizations often consider adopting
open source software (OSS) for reasons of transparency, cost, citizen
access, and greater efficiency in communication and delivering
services. This book offers five real-world case studies of OSS adoption
by public organizations. The authors analyze the cases and develop
an overarching, conceptual framework to clarify the various enablers
and inhibitors of OSS adoption in the public sector. The book provides
a resource for policymakers, practitioners, and academics. The five
cases of OSS adoption include a hospital in Ireland; an IT consortium
serving all the municipalities of the province of Bozen-Bolzano, Italy;
schools and public offices in the Extremadura region of Spain; the
Massachusetts state government's open standards policy in the United
States; and the ICT department of the Italian Chamber of Deputies. The
book provides a comparative analysis of these cases around the issues
of motivation, strategies, technologies, economic and social aspects, and
the implications for theory and practice.
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This book offers a decoder for some of the new forms of poetry enabled
by digital technology. Examining many of the strange technological
vectors converging on language, it proposes a poetics appropriate to
the digital era while connecting digital poetry to traditional poetry’s
concerns with being (a.k.a. ontological implications). Digital poetry,
in this context, is not simply a descendent of the book. Digital poems
are not necessarily “poems” or written by “poets”; they are found in
ads, conceptual art, interactive displays, performative projects, games,
or apps. Poetic tools include algorithms, browsers, social media, and
data. Code blossoms into poetic objects and poetic proto-organisms.
Introducing the terms TAVs (Textual-Audio-Visuals) and TAVITS (TextualAudio-Visual-Interactives), Aesthetic Animism theorizes a relation
between scientific method and literary analysis; considers the temporal
implications of animation software; and links software studies to creative
writing. Above all it introduces many examples of digital poetry within
a playful yet considered flexible taxonomy. In the future imagined here,
digital poets program, sculpt, and nourish immense immersive interfaces
of semi-autonomous word ecosystems. Poetry, enhanced by code and
animated by sensors, reengages themes active at the origin of poetry:
animism, agency, consciousness. Digital poetry will be perceived as
living, because it is living.
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Against facts argues that we have no good reason to accept facts in our
catalog of the world, at least as they are described by the two major
metaphysical theories of facts. Neither of these theories is tenable
—neither the theory according to which facts are special structured
building blocks of reality nor the theory according to which facts are
whatever is named by certain expressions of the form “the fact that such
and such.” There is reality, and there are entities in reality that we are
able to name, but among these entities there are no facts. Drawing on
metaphysics, the philosophy of language, and linguistics, Against facts
examines the main arguments in favor of and against facts of the two
major sorts, distinguished as compositional and propositional, giving
special attention to methodological presuppositions. Compositional
facts (facts as special structured building blocks of reality) and the
central argument for them, Armstrong’s truthmaker argument are
criticized in part I. Propositional facts (facts as whatever is named in
“the fact that” statements) and what Against facts calls the argument
from nominal reference, which draws on a Quine-like criterion of
ontological commitment, are criticized in part II. Against facts argues that
metaphysicians should stop worrying about facts, and philosophers in
general should stop arguing for or against entities on the basis of how we
use language.

Against Moral Responsibility
Bruce N. Waller

Published in print: 2011 Published Online:
Publisher: The MIT Press
August 2013
DOI: 10.7551/
ISBN: 9780262016599 eISBN: 9780262298940 mitpress/9780262016599.001.0001
Item type: book

This book launches a spirited attack on a system that is profoundly
entrenched in our society and its institutions, deeply rooted in our
emotions, and vigorously defended by philosophers from ancient times
to the present. The book argues that, despite the creative defenses of
it by contemporary thinkers, moral responsibility cannot survive in our
naturalistic-scientific system. The scientific understanding of human
behavior and the causes that shape human character, it contends,
leaves no room for moral responsibility. The book argues that moral
responsibility in all its forms—including criminal justice, distributive
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justice, and all claims of just deserts—is fundamentally unfair and
harmful and that its abolition will be liberating and beneficial. What
we really want—natural human free will, moral judgments, meaningful
human relationships, creative abilities—would survive and flourish
without moral responsibility. In the course of this argument, the book
examines the origins of the basic belief in moral responsibility, proposes
a naturalistic understanding of free will, offers a detailed argument
against moral responsibility and critiques arguments in favor of it, gives
a general account of what a world without moral responsibility would look
like, and examines the social and psychological aspects of abolishing
moral responsibility. It not only mounts a vigorous attack on the moral
responsibility system, but also celebrates the benefits that would result
from its total abolition.
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